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repugnance in conferring on one government a
power to control the constitutional measures of
another, which other, with respect to those very
measures is declared to be supreme over that which
exerts the control, are propositions not to be de-
nied." Nor indeed is the sovereignty of the State
confined to taxation. "That is not the only mode
in which it might be displayed. The question
is in truth, a question of supremacy, and if the
right of the States to tax the means employed by
the General Government be conceded, the decla-
ration that the Constitution and the laws made
in pursuance thereof shall be supreme law of the
land, is empty and unmeaning declamation. . . .
We are unanimously of opinion," concluded the
Chief Justice, " that the law . . . of Maryland, im-
posing a tax on the Bank of the United States is
unconstitutional and void."

Five years later, in the case of Gibbons vs.
Ogden,1 known to contemporaries as the "Steam-
boat case," Marshall received the opportunity to
apply his principles of constitutional construction
to the power of Congress to regulate "commerce
among the States." For a quarter of a century
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